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As we look forward to a new year 

and new beginnings, let’s take 
a moment to recognize Asian 

Americans who have distinguished 
themselves through their extraordinary 
talents in the arts, philanthropy, and 
business.

First on the list is Viet Thanh Nguyen, 
the affable Pulitzer Prize-winning 
author of The Sympathizer. Nguyen’s 
book sold over a million copies 
Ü�À�`Ü�`i]�>�`���Ã���ÌiÀ>ÀÞ���yÕi�Vi�
shows no sign of declining. Since 
winning the Pulitzer Prize in 2016, he 
has become a regular op-ed writer 
and charismatic TV guest. Now, he can 
add screenwriter and producer to his 
illustrious résumé. In July 2021, Variety 
reported Nguyen’s best-selling book 
will be made into an HBO limited TV 
series, with Robert Downey Jr. as a 
producer and a co-star.  
 
Another name to watch for is author 
Ly Ky Tran. Her searingly honest and 
moving coming-of-age memoir, House 
of Stix, has earned glowing reviews 
from top critics. Tran spoke about her 
ethnic Chinese-Vietnamese parents’ 
struggles in Vietnam, her family’s 
hardships in New York City, how she 
�ÛiÀV>�i�`i«ÀiÃÃ���]�>�`��iÀ���ÕÀ�iÞ�
Ì��Ãi�v�`�ÃV�ÛiÀÞ�>�`�w�`��}��iÀ�Û��Vi�
through writing.   
  
Asians also continued to make waves 
���w��°��ƂÜ>À`�Ü�����}�«�>ÞÜÀ�}�Ì�
>�`�/6Éw���ÜÀ�ÌiÀ�Qui Nguyen co-
ÜÀ�Ìi���Ã�iÞ½Ã�>���>Ìi`�w���º,>Þ>�
and the Last Dragon.” He succeeded 
with scripts because of his ability to 
tell stories that are close to his heart: 

��Ã�«>Ài�ÌÃ½���ÕÀ�iÞ�Ì��Ƃ�iÀ�V>]�>�
story marked by grit, courage, and 
uproarious humor.
 
In TV, Jackson Nguyen, the seven-
time Emmy award-winning TV sports 
producer, is known for his well-crafted 
documentaries on boxing legends 
such as Floyd Mayweather and Manny 
*>VµÕ�>��>�`��Ì�iÀ�Ã«�ÀÌÃ�w}ÕÀiÃ�
from gymnastics to horse racing. 
Nguyen fortuitously began his career 
`ÕÀ��}�Ì�i�Óään�	i����}�"�Þ�«�VÃ�
working for NBC. He later helped 
launch the popular HBO reality sports 
program “24/7.”

Director/producer Bao Tran has also 
carved his own path. He turned to 
Kickstarter crowdfunding to produce 
his movie “The Paper Tigers” after 
multiple Hollywood studios wanted 
to use “marketable” Caucasian faces 
instead of Asian actors.  

Giving back matters now more than 
ever. Two leaders shared their stories 
with us:  Duy-Loan Le, chairwoman of 
the Mona Foundation that empowers 
children and girls with education 
programs in 23 countries; and 
Caroline Nguyen Ticarro, founder of 
Ì�i�
>Ì>�ÞÃÌ���Õ�`>Ì���]�>�����«À�wÌ�
helping to build stronger communities 
in rural areas of Vietnam by providing 
education, clean water, and resources 
Ì���i�«�w}�Ì�ÃiÝ�ÌÀ>vwV���}��v��ÕÀ�
most vulnerable victims: children.

Other individuals have quietly made 
a difference through their work. 
For instance, Uyen Nguyen, a 
Seattle entrepreneur whose family’s 
�i>ÀÌLÀi>���}���ÕÀ�iÞ�Ì��w�`�vÀii`���
in America has fueled her passion 
for immigrant advocacy. Last year, 
she co-founded Viets4Afghans, a 
volunteer coalition that helps Afghan 
refugees resettle in the United 
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States. Her friend and cofounder, 
Thanh Tan]��Ã�>�ÛiÌiÀ>����ÕÀ�>��ÃÌ�>�`�
exceptional storyteller whose words 
have compelled others to take action 
to support Afghan refugees.   

In Southern California’s business 
world, Dr. Truc “Chuck” Le and his 
wife, Dr. Thanh-Huyen “Christine” 
Chung, have given back to their local 
communities.  The esteemed doctors 
Üi�«À�w�i`p��V�Õ`��}�V>À`����}�ÃÌ�
Dr. Paul Truong, ophthalmologist 
Dr. Triet Nguyen, pharmacist Dr. 
Tina Quach, and dentist Dr. Thinh 
“Thomas” Nguyenp>���Ã�>Ài�>�Ã«�À�Ì�
of philanthropy and have provided 
pro bono services for those in need 
throughout Orange County.

We are inspired by the personal 
stories of Thieu Hua, of Oklahoma, 
whose company is the distinguised 
industry leader in the designing and 

manufacturing of custom trailers for 
clients worldwide.  In California, the 
teamwork of Darren and Tiffany 
Nguyen resulted in their successful 
real-estate companies.  Victoria Hà 
Vy Le]��i`�Ì�i�Ü>Þ����w�>�ViÆ�>�`�
Mindy Luong manages more than 150 
real-estate agents and staff.  

And where would we be without our 
beloved “Tiger Mamas”?  They rule 
the Asian households with a strong, 
quiet authority.  We talked to one of 
the most hard-working and elegant 
Tiger Mamas, Lucy Le.  She came 
to the U.S. in 1975 not speaking any 
English, penniless with three young 
V���`Ài�p>���Ì�Àii��>ÌiÀ�LiV>�i�
prominent doctors.  The Tiger Mamas’ 
Ã>VÀ�wViÃ�>Ài�����Ì�iÃÃ]�>�`�Ã���Ã�Ì�i�À�
love.  
 
We are proud to feature these 
extraordinary women and men 

who have made an impact in their 
ÀiÃ«iVÌ�Ûi�wi�`Ã��À�>�`�vviÀi�Vi����Ì�i�
world. Unfortunately, it’s impossible 
to include everyone who has inspired 
us with their positive work and 
contributions to making society a 
better place. Nonetheless, we want 
to highlight and celebrate as many 
Ài�>À�>L�i]���yÕi�Ì�>��ƂÃ�>�Ã�>Ã�
possible on the following pages in the 
premier issue.  We salute all of you.

Pictured Above, L to R: Caroline Nguyen 
Ticcaro, Jackson Nguyen, Ly Ky Tran, 
Viet Thanh Nguyen, Uyen Nguyen, 
Thanh Tan, Bao Nguyen, Duy-Loan Le 
and Qui Nguyen.
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$W�DJH�����8\HQ�1JX\HQ�ORVW�KHU�
PRWKHU��KHU�EDE\�VLVWHU�DQG�
\RXQJHU�EURWKHU�DW�VHD�ZKHQ�WKH�

IDPLO\�WULHG�WR�HVFDSH�IURP�9LHWQDP�E\�
ERDW��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�&11���)RUWXQDWHO\��
1JX\HQ�DQG�DQ�ROGHU�EURWKHU������
VXUYLYHG�WKH�ERDW�WUDJHG\��7KH\�
HYHQWXDOO\�PDGH�LW�WR�WKH�8�6���ZKHUH�VKH�
OLYHG�ZLWK�KHU�XQFOH�LQ�/D�4XLQWD��&DOLI��
,Q�WKH�\HDUV�IROORZLQJ��1JX\HQ�HDUQHG�
D�EDFKHORU·V�GHJUHH�LQ�SKDUPDFRORJ\�
IURP�8&�6DQWD�%DUEDUD��DQG�D�PDVWHU·V�
GHJUHH�LQ�ELRPHGLFDO�VFLHQFHV�IURP�8&�
6DQ�'LHJR��6WLOO�DPELWLRXVO\�SXUVXLQJ�
KHU�HGXFDWLRQ��1JX\HQ�LQ�������HDUQHG�
DQ�0%$��IRFXVLQJ�RQ�HQWUHSUHQHXUVKLS�
DQG�YHQWXUH�FDSLWDO�IURP�8&�%HUNHOH\��
$IWHU�JUDGXDWLRQ��1JX\HQ�ZRUNHG�DV�DQ�
LQYHVWPHQW�RIÀFHU�DW�&DO3(56��ZKLFK�
oversees one of the largest pension funds 
LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��/DWHU��KHU�FDUHHU�WRRN�KHU�
EDFN�WR�9LHWQDP��ZKHUH�VKH�ZRUNHG�IRU�D�
SULYDWH�HTXLW\�ÀUP�
$IWHU�UHWXUQLQJ�WR�WKH�6WDWHV��1JX\HQ�
WRRN�D�SRVLWLRQ�DW�$PD]RQ��ZKHUH�VKH�
PHW�KHU�KXVEDQG��&KULV�&YHWNRYLFK��,Q�

������WKH�FRXSOH�RSHQHG�1XH��DQ�DZDUG�
ZLQQLQJ�UHVWDXUDQW�LQ�6HDWWOH��:DVK��
7KHLU�FXOLQDU\�LQVSLUDWLRQV�FRPH�IURP�
their travels and the food they loved 
IURP�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��1JX\HQ�QRW�RQO\�
PDQDJHV�WKH�KHFWLF�SDFH�RI�UXQQLQJ�D�
UHVWDXUDQW��EXW�VKH�DOVR�ÀQGV�WLPH�WR�
DGYRFDWH�IRU�UHIXJHHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�RWKHUV�LQ�
6HDWWOH�H[SHULHQFLQJ�KRPHOHVVQHVV�DQG�
HFRQRPLF�GHSULYDWLRQ��6KH�VD\V�LW·V�SDUW�
RI�KHU�PLVVLRQ�WR�JLYH�EDFN�WR�WKH�ZRUOG�
DQG�WR�D�FRXQWU\�WKDW�KDYH�JLYHQ�KHU�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�VXFFHHG�DQG�EORVVRP�
+HU�DYRFDWLRQ�WRRN�D�QHZ�GLUHFWLRQ�RQ�
$XJ������������ZKHQ�1JX\HQ�WH[WHG�D�
JURXS�RI�IULHQGV�FRQVLVWLQJ�RI�FKLOGUHQ�
RI�9LHWQDPHVH�UHIXJHHV��6KH�FRPSHOOHG�
WKHP�WR�KHOS�$IJKDQV�ÁHHLQJ�WKH�
7DOLEDQ�LQ�WKHLU�FRXQWU\��+HU�WH[W�ZDV�
WKH�FDWDO\VW�WKDW�JDOYDQL]HG�D�JURXS�RI�
IULHQGV�LQ�6HDWWOH�WR�VWDUW�9LHWV�$IJKDQV��
a humanitarian organization devoted to 
KHOSLQJ�$IJKDQV�UHVHWWOH�LQ�$PHULFD�

,�VSRNH�ZLWK�1JX\HQ�DERXW�KRZ�
9LHWV�$IJKDQV�LV�PHHWLQJ�WKH�$IJKDQ�

UHIXJHH�FULVLV��DQG�KRZ�WKH�QRQ�
SURÀW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LV�JURZLQJ�WR�PHHW�
LQFUHDVLQJ�GHPDQGV�
When and how did the idea to form 
9LHWV�$IJKDQV�FRPH�DERXW"�+RZ�KDV�
the project evolved from when you 
ÀUVW�VWDUWHG"

UN:�7KH�LGHD�IRU�9LHWV�IRU�$IJKDQV�
ZDV�IRUPHG�RQ�$XJXVW�����������$V�
,�ZDV�ZDWFKLQJ�WKH�HYDFXDWLRQ�IURP�
$IJKDQLVWDQ�XQIROGLQJ��,�ZDV�FRPSHOOHG�
WR�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�KHOS�$IJKDQ�UHIXJHHV��
6R�,�WH[WHG�IRXU�RWKHU�9LHWQDPHVH�
$PHULFDQ�IULHQGV�LQ�6HDWWOH
who might want to do something with 
PH��:H�DOO�DJUHHG�WR�PRYH�IRUZDUG��:H�
DOVR�GHFLGHG�WR�SD\�KRPDJH�WR�WKH�\HDU�
�����ZKHQ�WKH�9LHWQDPHVH�KDG�WR�JR�
WKURXJK�RXU�RZQ�VLPLODU�HYDFXDWLRQV��
6R�RXU�ÀUVW�SURMHFW�ZDV�FDOOHG�¶���
9LHWQDPHVH�)DPLOLHV�IRU����$IJKDQ�
5HIXJHH�)DPLOLHV�·
:H·YH�QRZ�DGGHG�WZR�PRUH�SURMHFWV��
2XU�+XPDQLWDULDQ�3DUROH�SURMHFW�LV�

Co-Founder
Viets4Afghans

Story by Dô Quyen

Uyen Nguyen
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WR�KHOS�$IJKDQV�ZKR�DUH�VWLOO�UHVLGLQJ�
LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ�DQG�ZKR�KDYH�XUJHQW�
humanitarian reasons to leave the 
FRXQWU\��2XU�XSFRPLQJ�6SRQVRU�&LUFOH�
SURMHFW�LV�WR�PRELOL]H�9LHWQDPHVH�
$PHULFDQV�WR�FUHDWH�VPDOO�JURXSV�WR�
VSRQVRU�$IJKDQV�UHIXJHHV��7KHVH�DUH�
UHIXJHHV�ZKR�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�PRYHG�RXW�
RI�86�PLOLWDU\�EDVHV��DQG�ZH�ZDQW�WR�
FUHDWH�DQ�RSWLRQ�IRU�WKHP�WR�EH�UHVHWWOHG�
LQWR�SHUPDQHQW�KRPHV�DV�TXLFNO\�DV�
SRVVLEOH�

&XUUHQWO\��ZH�KDYH�DERXW����DFWLYH�
volunteers and a part-time paid staff 
ZRUNLQJ�RQ�RXU�SURMHFWV��0RVW�RI�RXU�
YROXQWHHUV�DUH�LQ�WKH�6HDWWOH�DUHD��EXW�ZH�
DOVR�KDYH�VRPH�UHVLGLQJ�LQ�RWKHU�VWDWHV��
3OHDVH�HPDLO�XV�LI�\RX·G�OLNH�WR�MRLQ�RXU�
team!

Why is it important to step up and 
KHOS�WKH�$IJKDQ�UHIXJHHV"
UN: First, the United States promised 
VDIHW\�WR�RXU�$IJKDQ�DOOLHV��DQG�DV�RI�
WRGD\�WKHUH�DUH�VWLOO�PDQ\�$IJKDQ�DOOLHV�

ZKR�ZHUH�QRW�HYDFXDWHG��DQG�DUH�OHIW�LQ�
$IJKDQLVWDQ�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�D�KXPDQLWDULDQ�
FULVLV�
6HFRQG��HYHQ�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�
HYDFXDWHG�DUH�VWLOO�LQ�PLOLWDU\�EDVHV�DQG�
GHWHQWLRQ�FHQWHUV��6R�ZH�ZDQW�WR�KHOS�
them move into permanent housing as 
VRRQ�DV�SRVVLEOH�
7KLUG��DV�UHIXJHHV�RU�FKLOGUHQ�RI�
UHIXJHHV��ZH�GRQ·W�VHH�DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�WR�
QRW�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�$IJKDQ�
FRPPXQLW\��7KH\�DUH�JRLQJ�WKURXJK�
the same hardship we went through 
VHYHUDO�GHFDGHV�DJR��DQG�ZH�ZDQW�WR�XVH�
RXU�H[SHULHQFHV�WR�EH�JRRG�DOOLHV�DQG�D�
VXSSRUW�JURXS�WR�WKH�$IJKDQ�FRPPXQLW\�
:KHUH�GRHV�PRVW�RI�WKH�9LHWV�$IJKDQV�
funding come from? How are the 
funds disbursed?
UN:�0RVW�RI�RXU�IXQGLQJ�FRPHV�IURP�
SULYDWH�LQGLYLGXDOV��:H�DUH�KRSLQJ�WR�
JDUQHU�PRUH�JUDQWV�DQG�DOVR�FRUSRUDWH�
GRQDWLRQV��$W�ÀUVW��ZH�GLUHFWHG�PRVW�RI�
our donors and donations to programs 

WKDW�GLUHFWO\�KHOS�UHVHWWOHPHQW�DJHQFLHV��
1RZ�RXU�IXQGV�JR�WR�KHOS�$IJKDQV�SD\�
IRU�KXPDQLWDULDQ�SDUROH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�IHHV�

Have you worked directly with the 
$IJKDQ�IDPLOLHV"�,I�VR��ZKDW�DUH�VRPH�
WKLQJV�\RX·YH�OHDUQHG�DERXW�$IJKDQ�
culture?
UN:�,�KDYH�SDVVHG�P\�EDFNJURXQG�FKHFN�
and am still waiting for the resettlement 
DJHQFLHV�WR�PDWFK�PH�ZLWK�DQ�$IJKDQ�
IDPLO\�WR�KRVW�LQ�P\�KRXVH�

,Q�UHJDUG�WR�WKH�$IJKDQ�FXOWXUH��ZKLOH�ZH�
VKRXOG�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�GLIIHUHQW�
ways of doing things and different 
FXOWXUHV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��HDFK�RI�WKHVH�
FXOWXUHV�DUH�DOVR�ERXQGHG�WRJHWKHU�
E\�RXU�KXPDQLW\�DQG�VKDUHG�FRPPRQ�
WKUHDGV��VXFK�DV�D�GHVLUH�IRU�D�EULJKW�
IXWXUH�IRU�RXU�IDPLO\��JRRG�HGXFDWLRQ�IRU�
RXU�FKLOGUHQ��D�FKDQFH�DW�KDSSLQHVV�DQG�
WKH�GHVLUH�WR�OLYH�LQ�SHDFH��:KHQ�WU\LQJ�
WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�$IJKDQ�FRPPXQLW\��,�WU\�
to keep myself rooted in this shared 
KXPDQLW\�YHUVXV�RXU�GLIIHUHQW�FXOWXUHV�

“As refugees or children of refugees, we don’t see an alternative to 
not do something to support the Afghan community. They are going 
through the same hardship we went through several decades ago, and 
we want to use our experiences to be good allies and a support group 
to the Afghan community.”
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L to R: Nathan Duong, Mina Le, Thanh Tan (sitting), Jefferey Vu (standing), Kimberly Pham,
Ali Rahimi, Uyen Nguyen, and Dede Tran.



Telling the stories of Vietnamese 
UHIXJHHV�KDV�EHHQ�RQH�RI�WKH�
SDVVLRQV�RI�7KDQK�7DQ��6KH�ZDV�

WKH�FUHDWRU�KRVW�RI�WKH�SRGFDVW�´6HFRQG�
:DYH�µ�ZKLFK�UHYHDOHG�ERWK�WKH�VXIIHULQJ�
and the triumphs of Vietnamese immi-
JUDQWV�DQG�UHIXJHHV�DQG�ZDV�EURDGFDVW�
RQ�1DWLRQDO�3XEOLF�5DGLR�PHPEHU�VWDWLRQ�
.82:�DQG�RQ�35;��WKH�3XEOLF�5DGLR�
([FKDQJH���7DQ�KDV�DOVR�UHSRUWHG�PDQ\�
RI�WKHVH�VWRULHV�LQ�SULQW�DQG�LQ�EURDGFDVW�
MRXUQDOLVP��$GGLWLRQDOO\��VKH�ZRUNHG�DV�
D�VWRU\WHOOHU�IRU�0LFURVRIW�3XEOLF�$IIDLUV��
DV�ZHOO�DV�IRU�6WDUEXFNV�6WRULHV���7DQ�
UHFHQWO\�WXUQHG�KHU�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�SKLODQ-
WKURS\���6KH�KHOSHG�VWDUW�9LHWV�$IJKDQV��
a grassroots, volunteer organization of 
9LHWQDPHVH�$PHULFDQV�ZKR�DUH�KHOSLQJ�
$IJKDQ�UHIXJHHV�UHVHWWOH�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�
6WDWHV��9LHWV)RU$IJKDQV�RUJ����,�VSRNH�
ZLWK�KHU�DERXW�ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�WR�EH�D�
9LHWQDPHVH�$PHULFDQ�MRXUQDOLVW�DQG�ZH�
DOVR�GLVFXVVHG�VRPH�RI�WKH�SHRSOH��ZKR�
are no longer with us, that she wishes 
VKH�FRXOG�LQWHUYLHZ��

Please tell us about your journalism 
background.  What are some projects 
you’re working on in 2022?   
TT: ,�VSHQW����\HDUV�ZRUNLQJ�IXOO�WLPH�
LQ�MRXUQDOLVP�DFURVV�DOO�SODWIRUPV���WHOH-
vision, radio, online, newspaper, pod-
FDVWLQJ��DQG�ÀOP���,Q�������,�VWDUWHG�
WHOOLQJ�VWRULHV�IRU�0LFURVRIW�DQG�WUDYHOHG�
H[WHQVLYHO\�DFURVV�VL[�FRQWLQHQWV��GRF-
XPHQWLQJ�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�WHFKQRORJ\�RQ�
VRFLHW\��'XULQJ�WKH������HOHFWLRQ�F\FOH��
,�EHFDPH�JUDYHO\�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�WKH�
rise of misinformation in the Vietnamese 
FRPPXQLW\�DQG�SXW�P\�MRXUQDOLVP�VNLOOV�
WR�XVH�WR�ODXQFK�9LHW�)DFW�&KHFN��D�ELOLQ-
JXDO�ZHEVLWH��

,Q�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKH�SDQGHPLF��,�ZHQW�
RQ�D�VDEEDWLFDO�IRU�D�IHZ�PRQWKV�EHIRUH�
VWDUWLQJ�P\�RZQ�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�FRQ-
VXOWLQJ�SUDFWLFH�ZKLOH�GHYHORSLQJ�GRF-
XPHQWDU\�ÀOP�LGHDV��5HFHQWO\��,�MRLQHG�
6WDUEXFNV�DV�D�VHQLRU�ZULWHU�VWRU\WHOOHU�
EHFDXVH�,�ORYH�WKH�FRPSDQ\·V�PLVVLRQ�WR�
nourish every soul on the planet and to 
FRQQHFW�SHRSOH�WR�RQH�DQRWKHU��,·P�ZRUN-
LQJ�RQ�VHYHUDO�SURMHFWV�WKDW�DUH�XQGHU�
ZUDSV��EXW�\RX·OO�ÀQG�RXW�VRRQ�HQRXJK��
+LQW��,�ZLOO�DOZD\V�KDYH�D�SDVVLRQ�IRU�
WHOOLQJ�VWRULHV�DERXW�WKH�9LHWQDPHVH�
GLDVSRUD�
 
Why did you choose to become a jour-
nalist?  Who are your favorite journal-
ists?

TT:��,�JUHZ�XS�LQ�D�9LHWQDPHVH�KRXVHKROG�
ZKHUH�P\�SDUHQWV�VXEVFULEHG�WR�WKH�GDLO\�

newspaper and tuned in to the news 
HYHU\�HYHQLQJ��7KH\�OHDUQHG�(QJOLVK�DQG�
EHFDPH�DFWLYH�FLWL]HQV�LQ�WKHLU�FRPPXQL-
W\�WKDQNV�WR�DFFHVV�WR�WUXH�VWRULHV��,�VWLOO�
UHPHPEHU�ZKHQ�DOO�RI�RXU�9LHWQDPHVH�
IULHQGV�JDWKHUHG�LQ�WKH�ODWH������RU�HDUO\�
����V�WR�ZDWFK�D�QHZVPDJD]LQH�VKRZ�
IROORZLQJ�D�9LHWQDPHVH�ZRPDQ�EDFN�WR�
9LHWQDP��

$W�WKDW�WLPH��WKH�FRXQWU\�ZDV�VWLOO�FORVHG�
WR�WKH�ZRUOG��DQG�,�VDZ�WKH�LPSDFW�WKDW�
the visual medium had on their hearts 
DQG�PLQGV��,�IHOW�WKDW�MRXUQDOLVP�ZRXOG�
DOORZ�PH�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�H[HUFLVH�P\�
FXULRVLW\��VHH�WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�KHOS�VROYH�
UHDO�ZRUOG�SUREOHPV��,�ORYH�WDONLQJ�WR�
SHRSOH�DQG�VKDULQJ�OHDUQLQJV��0\�IDYRU-
LWH�MRXUQDOLVWV�DUH�WKH�ODWH�(G�%UDGOH\�DQG�

7HG�.RSSHO��%RWK�DUH�VHULRXV��LQTXLVLWLYH��
DQG�FRRO�XQGHU�SUHVVXUH��

<RX�DUH�D�FR�IRXQGHU�RI�9LHWV�$IJKDQV��
Your team has received national media 
attention very quickly.  What was your 
UROH�LQ�KHOSLQJ�WR�ODXQFK�9LHWV�$I-
ghans?
    
TT:��9LHWV�IRU�$IJKDQV�FDPH�WRJHWKHU�VR�
TXLFNO\��,�ZDV�VKRFNHG�E\�WKH�LPDJHV�
,�ZDV�VHHLQJ�WKDW�6XQGD\�PRUQLQJ�DV�
.DEXO�IHOO��,W�ZDV�WULJJHULQJ�IRU�D�ORW�
RI�9LHWQDPHVH�SHRSOH��VR�,�DOUHDG\�IHOW�
FRPSHOOHG�WR�DFW�ZKHQ�P\�IULHQG�8\HQ�
1JX\HQ�LQLWLDWHG�D�WH[W�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�HQ-
FRXUDJLQJ�D�JURXS�RI�XV�WR�GR�VRPHWKLQJ��
$W�WKDW�SRLQW��,�JXHVV�,�IHOW�WKDW�ZH�KDG�D�
VWRU\�WR�WHOO�DQG�D�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�VSHDN�

A Journalist and a Storyteller

Story by Dô Quyen

Thanh Tan
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RXW�DV�VR�PDQ\�$IJKDQV�DUH�VWUXJJOLQJ�
ULJKW�QRZ�MXVW�WR�VXUYLYH��

:H�NQRZ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�KDYLQJ�RWK-
HUV�DGYRFDWH�IRU�XV�RYHU�PDQ\�\HDUV��VR�
LW·V�QDWXUDO�IRU�XV�WR�SD\�LW�IRUZDUG��0\�
EDFNJURXQG�LQ�MRXUQDOLVP��ÀOP��VRFLDO�
PHGLD��DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�FRQVXOWLQJ�
FDPH�LQ�KDQG\�EHFDXVH�ZH�QHHGHG�WR�
understand our own narrative and to 
FRPPXQLFDWH�WKDW�VWRU\�TXLFNO\�DQG�VXF-
FLQFWO\�WR�MRXUQDOLVWV�ZLWK�GLIIHUHQW�QHHGV�
DQG�GHDGOLQHV��

,·P�SURXG�WR�EH�D�FR�OHDG�RQ�WKH�SURMHFW�
EHFDXVH�ZH·UH�GRLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�QHZ��
OHYHUDJLQJ�RXU�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�H[SHUL-
HQFHV��EXLOGLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�WKH�
$IJKDQ�FRPPXQLW\��DQG�SDYLQJ�WKH�ZD\�

to hopefully motivate more Vietnamese 
SHRSOH�WR�VWHS�XS�DQG�WDNH�DFWLRQ��

I listened to your “Second Wave” 
podcasts on KUOW-NPR that ran in the 
IDOO��������<RXU�VWRULHV�ZHUH�WHUULÀF���,W�
ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�SRGFDVW�LQ�WKH�1RUWKZHVW�
IRFXVHG�RQ�9LHWQDPHVH�$PHULFDQ�OLYHV�
after the Vietnam war.  Tell us more 
about this program that you created.  

TT:���7KDQNV�IRU�OLVWHQLQJ��,�DSSOLHG�IRU�
35;·V�3URMHFW�&DWDSXOW�FRPSHWLWLRQ�LQ�
�����ZLWK�.82:��WKH�135�VWDWLRQ�KHUH�
LQ�6HDWWOH��2XU�SURSRVDO�ZDV�VHOHFWHG��
DQG�,�ZHQW�WR�%RVWRQ�PRQWKO\�IRU�VHYHUDO�
PRQWKV�WR�UHVHDUFK�DQG�GHYHORS�WKH�
VKRZ��:H�ODXQFKHG�QLQH�PRQWKV�ODWHU��,W�
ZDV�DQ�HPRWLRQDOO\�JUXHOLQJ�H[SHULHQFH�

EHFDXVH�,�KDG�WR�GLJ�LQWR�VRPH�SDLQIXO�
KLVWRU\���3ULRU�WR�WKLV��,·G�EHHQ�DQ�DYLG�
SXEOLF�UDGLR�OLVWHQHU�DQG�ZDV�IRUWXQDWH�
HQRXJK�WR�FRQWULEXWH�WR�´7KLV�$PHULFDQ�
/LIHµ�D�IHZ�WLPHV���$XGLR���WKH�DFW�RI�
WDONLQJ�LQWR�VRPHRQH·V�HDU���LV�DQ�LQFUHG-
LEO\�LQWLPDWH�ZD\�WR�H[FKDQJH�LQIRUPD-
WLRQ�DQG�VSDUN�FKDQJH��

Is the “Second Wave” coming back?  If 
not, are you interested in doing other 
podcasts? 

TT:��,�GRQ·W�NQRZ��1HYHU�VD\�QHYHU��7KH�
SRGFDVW�ZDV�VXSSRVHG�WR�UXQ�IRU�WKUHH�
VHDVRQV��)RU�SHUVRQDO�UHDVRQV��,�GHFLGHG�
WR�QRW�FRQWLQXH�DIWHU�WKH�ÀUVW�VHDVRQ��,�
ZLOO�QHYHU�VWRS�H[SORULQJ�ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�
WR�EH�9LHWQDPHVH��WKRXJK��,�ORYH�RXU�
FRPSOH[�KLVWRU\��RXU�IRRG��RXU�PXVLF��RXU�
UHVLOLHQFH��7KHUH·V�D�ORW�WR�XQSDFN�
 
If you could interview three people, 
past or present, who would they be 
and why?

TT: 0\�ODWH�XQFOH��7DQ�7KXF�+XQJ���+H�
ZDV�DQ�$591��$UP\�RI�WKH�5HSXEOLF�RI�
9LHWQDP��RIÀFHU�ZKR�GLHG�\RXQJ�GXULQJ�
WKH�ZDU���+H�OHIW�EHKLQG�D�ZDWFK�IRU�P\�
IDWKHU�WKDW�ZRXOG�ODWHU�EH�RQH�RI�WKH�NH\V�
WR�RXU�IDPLO\·V�KDUURZLQJ�EXW�VXFFHVVIXO�
HVFDSH�IURP�9LHWQDP��,·YH�KHDUG�VWRULHV�
RI�KRZ�GHERQDLU�DQG�IXQ�ORYLQJ�KH�ZDV��
+H�UHSUHVHQWV�ORVW�SRWHQWLDO��,�RIWHQ�
LPDJLQH�KH·V�ZDWFKLQJ�RYHU�XV��,·P�OLYLQJ�
RXW�D�OLIH�KH�GLGQ·W�JHW�WR��

0\�JUDQGIDWKHU��7DQ�+XX��+H�SDVVHG�
DZD\�ZKHQ�P\�IDWKHU�ZDV�D�OLWWOH�ER\��+H�
SDFNHG�D�ORW�LQWR�KLV����\HDUV��LQFOXGLQJ�
D�ORQJ�MRXUQH\�IURP�&KLQD�WR�6LQJDSRUH�
WR�9LHWQDP��ZKHUH�KH�EHFDPH�D�YHU\�VXF-
FHVVIXO�EXVLQHVVPDQ��,·OO�QHYHU�IXOO\�XQ-
GHUVWDQG�P\�RULJLQ�VWRU\��EXW�,�GR�NQRZ�
WKDW�RXU�IDPLO\·V�WUDMHFWRU\�KDV�FKDQJHG�
GUDVWLFDOO\�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�FHQWXU\���DQG�P\�
UHVLOLHQFH�FRPHV�IURP�WKRVH�ZKR�FDPH�
EHIRUH�PH��

+XQJ�&XRQJ��WKH�ODWH�6RXWK�9LHWQDPHVH�
VLQJHU�ZKR�VDQJ�HYHU\�JHQUH�RI�PXVLF�H[-
SHUWO\�DQG�DFWHG�LQ�SUH������ÀOPV�ZKLOH�
DOVR�FRQVWDQWO\�WUDYHOLQJ�WR�WKH�EDWWOHÀHOG�
WR�UDLVH�WKH�PRUDOH�RI�VROGLHUV���:RPHQ�
ORYHG�KLP��0HQ�ZDQWHG�WR�EH�KLV�IULHQG��
$IWHU�PDQ\�DWWHPSWV��KH�ÁHG�9LHWQDP�
DQG�PDGH�D�OLYLQJ�VLQJLQJ�RYHUVHDV��+H�
FDPH�WR�2O\PSLD�WR�SHUIRUP�IRU�FKDULW\�
ZKHQ�,�ZDV�DERXW�QLQH���+H�UHJDOHG�WKH�
DGXOWV�RI�RXU�FRPPXQLW\�ZLWK�VWRULHV�
IURP�D�GLIIHUHQW�HUD��,�ZDV�WRR�\RXQJ�WR�
DSSUHFLDWH�KLP�DW�WKH�WLPH��EXW�WKHUH·V�D�
SKRWR�WKDW�,·OO�WUHDVXUH�
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Thanh Tan with Lynn Novick and Ken Burns.


